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CUM PRIVILEGIO. 
Anno 1638, 


| land, France, and Ire- 
| land,defender of the faith. 
To our Lovits 


| Maiffars, Heraulds, Purſe- 

MI vants, our Sheriffs, in that 

—_— ® part conjuntly and ſeve- 
rally ſpecially conſtitute, greeting. Whereas forche 
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(2) 
late within this our kingdome, atid for ferling of a 
perfe& peace in the church and common-wealth 
thereof, we were pleaſed tocauſc indit a free gene- 
rall aſſembly ro be holden at Glaſgow the xxi. of 


November laſt And for our ſubje&s their better 


content and aſſurancetharghey ſhould be. freed of all 
ſuch things as by their peritions and ſupplications gi. 
ven in to the Lords of our' privie Gouncell, they 


ſcemed to be grieved at, We inſome ſort preveened 
the aſſembly, by diſcharging by our +» — 
the ſervice book, book of canons,and high commiſ.- 
ſion, freed and liberate our {ubjeRts fromthe prati- 


ſing of the five articles, eximed all miniſters at their - 


entric from giving any other oath then that which is 
contained inthe a& 0 rent, made all perſons 
borh eccleſiaſticall and civill lyablerothe cenſure of 
Parliament , generall Aſſembly , or any other ju. 
dicatoric competent , according to the nature of 
their offence: had declared all by-gone diſorders ab- 
ſolutely forgotten and forgiven : and laſt, for ſecu. 
ringco all poſteritie che truth and liberty of religion, 
did command the confeſhon of faith, and for 
maintenance thereof, and of authoritic indefence of 
the ſame, ſubſcribed by our deare Father, and his 
houſhold, iz «no 1580, tobe renued and ſubſctibed: 
again by our ſubjets hexe - And albeit thatthis our 
gracious and pious command,in ſtead of obedience 
and ſubmiſsion,rancountred openand publick | 
fition, and proteſtation againſt the ſame: And 
they continued theirdaily CC —_—_ and” 
watching our Caſtle of Edinburgh, ſuffering nothing: 
to be imported therein, but ar their diſcrerion,. ſtop- 
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(3) 
ping and impeding any importarion-of ammuniti- 
Tl, Ie erto any of our 
within this kingdome> Denying to us their 
ſoveraigne Lord thee ens phe ye ey which 
the meaneſt of them aflume to themſelves (an a& 
withaour precedentot example inthe chriſtianworld) 
Like as 'they ſpared not baldly and openly to conti- 
nae- their conventions and councell rables of Nobi- 
litie, Gentrie, Miniſters and Burgeſſes within the city 
of Edinburgh, where not ng the lawes of the 
kingdome, without warrant of-authoritie,they co- 
veened, afſembled ,and treated 'upon matters; as well 
eccleſialticall as civill, ſent their injunRions and di- 
recions throughout the countrey to their ſubordi- 
nate tables, and other under miniſters appointed by 
them forthat cffet. And undercedlour and pretext 
of religion , exercing an unwarranted libertie, re- 
, obedience to their unlawfult and illegall 
irctions , 'to: the ſeene' prejudice-of authoritie, 
«hd lawfull modarchicall - . And not- 
withſtanding it was evi : manifeſt by the il- 
legall and unformall courſe taken in the eletionof 
the commuſſioners for the afſembly,whereof ſome of 
them were under the cenſure ofchus church, ſome un- 
der. the cenſure of the' chutch of Ircland , ſonic 
long fince baniſhed for open and avowed teachi 
againſt monarchie, others of them ſuſpended, 
ſomeadmitted totheminiſterie contrary to the form: 
preſcribed by the lawes of this kingdome, others of 
them rebels,and at the horne,ſome of them confined, 
and all of chem by oath and. ſubſcription bound to 
the overthrow of epiſcopall gavernment . And by 
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(6) 
this and other their under-hand working, and pri- 
vate informations and: perſwaſions, have given juſt 
ground of ſuſpicion of rabh On andſo made 
themſelves yr judges of concernerh epiſco- 
pacic. Andals albeitit was ſufficiently clearedb by the 
peremptorie and-illegall ears pe of the presby- 
tcries, who at ibs own by order of law, and 
withour due forme of proceſle, thruſt out mode- 
rators lawfully eſtabliſhed; and placed others,wh 
they found moſt inclinable totheir turbulent 
aſfociare totheniſelves for choofing'ofthe com 
ſioners to the aſſembly; a laick elderour of cach pa. 
riſh, — in moſt places equal, if not moe in 
number then the miniſterie, made choice both of the 
miniſters, who ſhould be "commiſfioners . from the 

erics,asalſoof a laick'"clder, (which intime 

will prove tobeofadangerous conſequencezand im- 
port a heavie burden'to-the libertie of church and 
church men) being moredirecied therein by the war- 
rants of the foreſaid/pretended tables;'then by cheis 
own judgemetits; as y.the ſeyerall inftru- 
ions fene from them (far contizontd the lawes of 
this countrey, and lowable cuſtomeof cs gs; 

ſome whereofi were produced: and: ratubir by ou 

Commilſioder, and publickly read : Onewhereof, a 
retto the Noblemen and Barons of each preabyre. 
rie,doth- among many vrher odde-paſſages, require 

diligence, leſt'(fayothey) by!our'own e and 

ttcacheriexe loſe fo'fare mm occalionof ourhiberry 
both chriſtian/and rivilt zaſtrange r0-proceed 
from durifull or loyall/hearted ſabjefts. The other 


rock e moderators of the ſeyerall presbyreries, m_ 
the 


(7) 
theticleof Parvarn Ins rxucrioxs, Aucusr 27. 
firſt, containeth that theſe private inſtruRtions ſhall 
be diſcovered to none, but ro brerhren well affecd 

'ro the cauſe; ſecondly,order muſt be taken, that none 
be choſen ruling elders but covenanters, and theſe 
wellaffeed tothe buſineſle: thirdly , that where the 
miniſter is not well affected, the ruling elder be cho. 
ſen by the commiſſogers of the ſhire, and ſpoken 

to particularly far that cffe&t : fourthly, that they be 
carcfull thatno chappelmen, chaptermen, or a mini- 
ſer juſtice of peace, be choſen, alrhough covenan- 
ters,cxcept they have publickly renounced, ordecla. 
red theunlawfulneſſe of their places: fifthly,thatthe 
ruling elders come from every church , in equall 
np _ ctr” nai ,: if the miniſter op. 

eto put themſclyes in polſeſſion,notwithſtand; 

Teak oppolition- i that the commiſſioner 

the ſhire cauſe cofiveen before him the ruling elder 
of eyery kirk choſen before the day oftheelceRion, 
and cnjoyn them upoa their gath,that they give vote 
0 gong but to thoſe who are named already atthe 
her at Edinburgh: ſeventhly , that where there 
is a nobleman in the bounds of rhe presbytery,he be 

choſen, and where there is none, there be choſen a 
barron, os one of the beſt quality, and he only a co- 
venanter: cighthly, that the ableſt maninevery pre(- 
bytery be provided to diſpute de poteftate ſupremy ma- 
giſtratus in Eccleſsaſticu preſertim in convocands con. 

is , &c. Whercby it is moſt evident what prelimi- 
rations , indire& and partiall courſes, and dangerous 
propoſitions have becn uſed inthe preparations and 
eleions to this pretended  aflembly. bra > 
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unlawfull doings, although we had ſufficient reaſon 
to havediſcharged the meeting of theſaid aſſembly, 

we were pleaſed patiently to attend the ſame, 
{tifl hoping that whenthey were merr6gerher by the 
preſence of our Commiſſioner, and affiſtance of fome 
well affected ſubjefs , who were to bethere, and by 
their own ſeeing the reall performance of what was 
promiſed by our proclamarion,they ſhould have been 
induced to return to the due obedience of ſubjes. 
Bur whent we perceived that their turbulent diſpoſiti- 
ons did increaſe, as was manifeſt by their repairing to 
the ſaid pretended aſſembly with great eroups and 
bands of men,all boddin in fear of war, with guns, and 
piſtolets, contrary tothe laws of thiskingdome , and 
In high CO. of our prorant at Edinburgh 
ther86:day of Novetnber laſt: And alſo by the perem- 
ptory reflling'to the aſſefſors, authorized by us ( al. 
though fewer in number then our deareſt father was 
inufeto have) the power of voting in this aſſembly, 
as formerly they had donein all others , openly aver- 
ring that we, nor our Commiſſioner, had no further 
power there thenthe meaneſt commilſiont of their 
number: and by their partial] and unjuſt refuſing,and 
not ſuffering to be read the reaſons and arguments gi- 
yen in by the biſhops;and their adherents to'ourCom- 
miſſioner, they ought not to proceed to thecle. 
&ion of a moderator, neither yet to the trying and ad- 
mitting of the commiſſioners , before. they were 
heard, though in our name they were earneſtly re. 
= thereto by our Commiſſioner: and notwith- 
nding that our Commiſſioner by warrant from us, 
gave in under his hand a ſufficient declaration = 
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that was containedin ourlateproclamation, 


likewayes our pleaſureof theregiſtrarion of the ſame 


ps 1 yoo e® aflurance of thetrurhy 


and-puri religion ro'all our good fubjeGs , as 
doth = _ _— che declaration ſelf; where- 
of thertenor f s. The kings Majelty being infor- 


medthar many of his good fubjeqs have apprehend- 
edrhatby the eiiiring of rhe ſervice book , and 
book of canons, the inbringing of ſuperſtition hath 
been intended, hath been graciouſly pleaſed ro diſ- 
charge, like as by theſe he doth difſchargetheſervice 
book, and book of canons, andthe prattife of them, 
and cirher of them , and annulls na, reicinds all as 
ofcouncell;proclamarions, and other as and deeds 
whatſoever, that have been made or publiſhed for 
eſtabliſhing them, orenher of chem,and declares the 
ſameto be null;and tohaveno-force nor cffc& in rime 
coming. The kings Majeſtic, as he conceived, forthe 
caſe and benefir of theſubjed, eſtabliſhed thehigh 
cotnmiſſion, that. thereby: juſtice be admini- 
ftxare,. and the fulrs Jars V-orer lack perſanses 
are madelyable rhereto,raken order wit 
ed with the more _conveniencic, and lefſerrouble ro 
the people. Bur finding his gracious intention there. 
in tobe miſtaken, hath been: pleaſed ro — 
like as-by theſe-be dorki bee che ſame, and-all 
acts - tr ar of wannr x 
rhe Maj intormed, that 
Meurging Ee fee inet akmbly hath 
action in the church and eſtate, hath been 
graciouſly pleaſed ro take the ſame imo his royall 
b conſideration, 
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conſideration , and for the pg 7 nv 
countrey hath not only daf ti ot 
_ the faid$arricles,/bur Lo charged al and wharſo. 

ever perſons from urging the pradtife thereof, npon 
eitherlaick or ecclefiaſticall perſon whatſoever and 
hath freed all his fubjefts from all cenfureand _ 
whether eccleſiaſtical or ſecular,for nor urging, 
hoy. yrs. them,or any ofrhem,norwir 
thing containcd inthe aCts of parliament, 
or ey Ars fob yin the contrary. And his Maje- 


ſie is fuecher anno, rhat the afſembly take the 
ſame (0 far to their contidermion, avrorepr clenc it 
ro-the acxr parhament, there ro bericified a th On 
ſtares ſhall firring. And becauſe ir hath beta 
rerended that oaths bave been adminiſtrare different 

m rhac which is fet down.intheacs of parkainear, 
his Majeſticis pleafod rodeclare by me , char noochet 
oath (hall be of any miniſter at his encry,nor 
that which is fer down intheact ot parliament, And 
tharit may appear how cacetull his Majeſtic is thar 


no-corraption toy innovation 'thull inco- this 
church, neither nn or rf whe 
perſon whatfocver, cenfurable or 
— wot ure 
declare byme, and atfure all am rp 


enhmary afſetnbles fhall mary LO ga as 
the affairs of this church-ſhail require. And that none 
of his good ſubjecrs may have cauſe ofgrievances's 
gainſt che procendiciixeftheyeeiitesth —. 
contenechar all and every one of theprefenc bil 

and cheix (ucceſſars, ſhall _ 
mgiy 
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alccxationor change inthe true 
rcligion proteſt chin this kingdome, and that 
ay. 16 eruely and fully ſatisfied of the realj te 
intentions and integrity of che ſame;his Majeſtic hath 
been pleaſcd to require and command all his good 
ſubjccrs co ſubſcribe rhe confeſhan of faich , 
for maintenance thereof, and of his Majcitics perſon 
and authority, formerly ligned by his dear facher, ;# 
axe 1580, and now allo requireth all theſe of this 
prelec allembly ro ſubſcribe che ſame. And it is 

is Majcſties will, that this beinſert and regiſtratc in 
the books of aſſembly , as a teſtimoaic ro poſteriri 
notonly of che finceritic of his intentions to the ſat 
true religion, bur alſo of his reſolutions to maintain 
and defend the ſame, and his ſubjecrs inche profeſ. 
ſion thercof. 

Which declaration was by our ſpeciall command 
__ oa given in, aud {ubſ{cribed by our Com- 

ioner, pos proceſtation made _—_ that his af. 
ſcaring to rhe regiſtration hereof, ſhould be no ap. 
probarian of the lawfulneſle of this allembly, nor of 
any of theafts or deeds done, or robe done therein. 
And finding them inlike fort no wazes co be ſatisfied 
therewith,and chac nothing elſe was able togivethem 
contearmeat, except at their own pleaſure they were 
permirted to overthrow all epiſcopall government 
inthe church, and thereby toabrogate our publike 
lawes, ſtanding in vigour by the ſpace of many years 

b 2 by-gone, 
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5 Anat, md rho mans government of 
this kingdome, in taking away oneof the three e- 
ſtares, contrary to exprefie aQts of Parliament. And 
left the continuance of their meetings "might have 
produced other the like dangerous aQts fo deroga- 
torie to royall authorinie, we were forced for pre. 
veening ther&of, and for the reaſons and cauſes a- 
bove-mentioned, and divers others importing true 


- monarchicall government, to diflolye and brcak up 


the ſaid prerended afſembly, and to diſcharge them 
of all farther meeting, treating, and concluding an 

thing therein: And yer in that calmeand peaccable 
way, as our Commiſhoner before his removing de- 
fired their pretended moderator for thattime to have 
ſaid prayer, and ſoconcluded thar daies ſefſion,rhat 
fo they might have had timeto think upon the juſt 
reaſons of his refuſing ro aſlſt, or be any longer pre- 
ſent at the ſaid pretended aſſembly, and of the cauſes 
moving us.to the diſſolving thereof : and notwith. 
ſtanding his carneſt urging theſame, and being wil- 
ling toreturn thenext morning to hear their ſheet; 
in place of all other farisfaQtion ro his ſo reaſonable 
and moderate deſires, it was refuſed and met witha 
proteſtation of an high and extraordinary ſtraine, 
thereby preſuming to cite and-call our Councell in 
queſtion, for their durifull aſſiſtance and obedience 
tous and our Commiſſioner. And finding their diſ- 
obedience thus to increaſe, we were conſtrained to 
diſcharge them of new againthe next day thereafter 
by publike proclamarion, under the pain of treaſon. 
And albeitthar their comumacic is ſuch as hathnor 
been 


(1 ) 
been heard of in former times, yet they ſhall never 
move us to alter che leaſt point or article of that we 
have already declared by proclamarion,or dectara- 
tion under our Commiſſioners hand : All which was 
publickly read, and by our Commilsioner required 
tobe inſert and regiſtrate ifthe books of aſſembly, 
therein ro remain as a teſtimonie to poſteritic,not on- 
ly of the finceritic of our intentions to thetrue religi- 
on, bur alſo of our reſolution to maintainand defend 
the ſame, and our ſubjeRt in the profeſsion thereof : 
And perceiving likewaies that in contempt of our 
proclamation at Glaſgow the 29, of November, 
they goe ſtill on to conveen, meer, and to make 
_ and unwarrantable as, we have conceived 
it fitting to forewarn all our good ſubjets of the 
_— that they may incurre by being inſnared by 
theſe their unlawfull procedures. And tothis pur- 
oſe donor only liberate and freethem from all o- 
ienceto any of the prerended a&s, made,orro be 
made at the ſaid prerended aſſembly, or comittees 
dire therefrom, bur alſo do freethem fromall pain 
and cenſure which the ſaid pretended affembly thall 
inflit upon them, or any of them. And therefore 
dodiſcharge and prohibir all our ſubjeRs, that they 
nor none of them acknowledge nor give obedience 
to any pretended aGts nor conſtitutions made or to 
be made at the ſaid- pretended meetings, under all 
higheſt pains. And we command, charge, and inhi- 
bite all presbyreries, ſeſsions of 'kirks; miniſters 
within this realme, that none of them preſame nor 
take upon hand privately nor publikely in their ſeſ+ 
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fions and meetings, nor io their conferences, ſer- 
mons, nor tp other manner of way, roauthariſe, ap- 
prove, juſtifie, or allow the ſaid uglawfull atceriag, 
or alembly gt Glaſgow: neicher yet ro. make any 
at thereupon, nor to do any her thing privare ar 
publike, which may ſeem to cquntenance the ſaid 
unlawtullalembly,under the pain co be repuce, hol- 
den and eſteemed and purſued as guilty of char un- 
lawfull .mecting, and to be puniſhed therefore with 
all rigour : And ficlike we command all and fund 
Noblemen, Barons, Geatlemen, Magiſtrates, and all 
other our licges who ſhall happerr to be preſent and 
hear any miniſters eicher ia publick or private con- 
ferences and ſpeeches, or in their ſermons, to ap- 
proveand allowthe (aid unlawfull aſſembly, rail and 
utter any {peeches agaialt our royal commandments 
or proceedings of vs, or our Councell, for puniſhing 
or {uppreſsing ſuch enorinities, that they make rela. 
tion and repart thereof to our Councell, and furniſh 
probation,to the effcrhe ſame may be accordingly 
puniſhed, as they will anſwer tous thereupon: Cer- 
tifying chem who ſhall hear and conceal the ſaid ſpee. 
ches, that they ſhall be eſteemed as allowers of the 
ſame, and ſhall accordingly be takenorder with, and 
puniſhed therefore without favour, And to this effect 
we likewaics ſtraitly charge and command all Judges 
whatſoever within this realme, Clerks and Writers, 
nottograntor paſſe any bill, ſummons,or letters,ora- 
ny other execution whatſoever, upon any act or deed 
proceeding from the (aid pretended aſſembly, and all 


keepers of the ſigner from fignetting thereof, and that 


under 
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under all higheſt pains, And becauſe we gave order 
and watrant to our Commuſſioner to on &- 
claration, nat oaly of our (enſe, but eyen of the true 
meaning of the conteflion of taith; im anno 1580. 
which it may clearly appeat,thatas we neveri 

ed thereby to exclude cpifcopacie,ſo by no righe con. 
ſtructioncan it be otherwayes interpreted as 1s more 
norevidem by the reaſons contained 10 the aid decla. 
ration,and many more, which for brevity {rhe thing 
init ſelt being {ſo clear) azc omitted. Herefore we do 
not only prohibir and diſcharge all our ſubje&ts from 
ſubſcribing any band, or giving any writ, ſubſcrip. 
tion, or oath to, or upon any act, or deed that pro. 
cceds fromthe foreſaid pretended aſſembly, bur alſo 
do require them not to ſubſcribe, nor ſwear the ſaid 
conf: in no other ſcale thenthet which tscon- 
tained inthe ſaid declaration,and maniteſtly emitted 
by our Commiſs:oncr,under all higheſt paines. And 
that none of our good ſubjes, who in their duty 
and bound obedience to us, ſhall refuſe to acknow. 
ledge the ſaid pretended aſſembly, or any of the pre. 
tended as, conſtitutions, warrants, .or directions 
proceeding therefrom, may have juſt ground of fear 
of danger or harm by doing thereof, we do by theſe 


- pony e, and upon the word of a King oblige our 


elves by all the royallauthoritie and power where. 

with God hath endowed us, to prote& and defend 
them, and eyery one of them in their perſons, for. 
tunes, Mad goods,againſt all and wharſoever perlonor 
perſons who (hal dare or preſumerto callin queſtion, 
trouble, or any waics molclt chem, or any of them 
theretore. 


, © G14). 
therefore. And fart ane oen of r ſtrait- 
ly and command, that incontinent rhele our letters 
fd ng ou paſſe,and makepublicarion hereof by opent 
ion ar the marker croſſe-of Edi b; 
and other places needfull, wherertirough: none pre- 
cend ignorance of the (ame. 
Given.from our Courr at Whitehall the eighth 
day of December, and of our Reignerbe fourteenth 


year, 163 8+ | 
Per Regem. 


